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AFTER THE DAY: How did it go? 

Tell us how your meeting went, so we can tell everyone else! 
Let us know what happened, and send us any pictures that you took by:
•  Tweeting about your meeting, using the Twitter hashtag: #bigconnect
•  Adding any photos to:  

www.flickr.com/groups/big-connection
• Emailing us: connection@stopclimatechaos.org

Find out how the rest of the lobbyists fared

If you’re online, we’ll be keeping you updated during the Big Climate 
Connection, so you’ll be able to see how the lobby is going, see what other 
groups across the country have been doing, and how many MPs have been 
lobbied. 

You will be able to follow the progress of the day. 
•  On the website: We’ll be updating  

www.thebigconnection.org throughout the lobby. 
•  You can get updates about the lobby on Twitter by:  

– Following us: http://twitter.com/scccoalition 
– Following – and using – the Twitter hashtag: #bigconnect

9



Lobby Pack 2010 Sign up now at www.thebigconnection.org  10

After the day: Continuing 

local connections 

After getting together for the Big Climate Connection, hopefully you’ll have 
seen how much stronger you are when you connect with others in your area. 
Why not carry on working together after the lobby? 

By staying connected, you can: 

•  Use your combined strength to mobilise around local climate issues that 
are important to you.

   –    You could decide between you what you want to achieve as a network 
over the next year. 

•  Keep the pressure on your MP: 
  –    Your MP should keep you updated with any progress on the 

commitments they made during the lobby, if they don’t, ask them 
for updates! 

   –    You could try to continue to meet your MP over the next year, perhaps 
every 3 months, to review their progress, to provide mutual support for 
each other’s efforts, and to chivvy each other along.

We’ll be in touch after the Big Climate Connection to let you know about 
other opportunities to come together and keep your MP committed to what 
they said in the lobby. 
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What will I need to do?

If you sign up to be a constituency coordinator you will play a key role 
in arranging the lobby in your area, but we will provide you with all the 
information and support to enable you to do so.  

Your key tasks will be to:
1.  Liaise with your MP to set a date and time. 
2.  Be the contact person on the website – this will mean allowing your 

email address to be shown so that others can get in touch. You will be 
able to remove yourself from the website after the lobby. 

3.  Communicate, coordinate others who sign up in that constituency, and 
bring together other, diverse groups in your area.

4.  Keep the website updated with your plans.
5.  Think about local media opportunities and local promotion of the lobby. 

We’ll send you a media pack to help with this. 

How do I sign up?

Online: You can sign up on the website (www.thebigconnection.org) by 
clicking on the ‘Join your local lobby’ button. If there is no coordinator in 
your area, you will then be invited to sign up as a coordinator, and your 
contact details will be shown on the map. 

Phone: If you’re not online, you can phone the organisation that told you 
about the Big Climate Connection, and let them know. 

Want to be a Constituency Coordinator?
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Before the day: Arranging a 

meeting

By the end of September, you should have an idea of the numbers and 
availability of those attending the lobby in your constituency, so it will be 
time for you to get in touch with your MP and fix a meeting by either:
• Calling their office.
• Emailing or writing to them. 

If there are a lot of you meeting your MP, you might need to find a location 
outside your MP’s office. You could be creative and choose an alternative 
location that connects with the lobby asks and will attract media attention. 
There will be more information in our media pack to help you with ideas 
for this. 

You then need to let others in your constituency know about the meeting. 
Please update thebigconnection.org website with the details, and get in 
contact with anyone who has registered in your area to let them know 
the plans. 

What if my MP cannot meet us on  November 5 or 6?

If your MP cannot meet you on the lobby dates then you can suggest an 
alternative date which suits everyone, but please arrange it as close as 
possible to November 5 or 6. Just keep the website updated and please let  
us know when you will be meeting them. 

Should I arrange a meeting during the MP’s surgery?

Most MPs hold surgeries where they meet with people in their 
constituencies to discuss issues. These are usually once a week and are 
advertised locally and on the MP’s website. 

If your MP says they cannot meet you on the lobby dates then it may be 
appropriate to book an appointment during their surgery. Do bear in mind 
however, that for many people these surgeries are an important place to 
raise sensitive and personal problems with their MP, and these issues may 
take priority at surgery times. 

Want to be a Constituency Coordinator?
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If my MP cannot meet me, what should I do?

If your MP is not able to meet you it is still really important to let them 
know that there are local people in their constituency demanding action on 
climate change.  

How about:
1.  Writing them a letter co-signed by all the local supporters.
2.  Organising an event for climate change supporters in your area.  

You could then tell local media and your MP about it. 

Not everyone can make the meeting time, what should I do?
It will be hard to arrange a meeting that everyone (including your MP) can 
make, just try and find a time that works for most people. Those who can’t 
make it could try and set up a separate meeting, or you could ask those who 
can’t make it to write individual letters about why they care (they don’t 
need to be detailed) and send them to you before the meeting, then you can 
present them to the MP when you visit. 

Want to be a Constituency Coordinator?
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Before the day: Preparing for 

your meeting

As well as researching your MP and having a look at the background 
information on what we’re asking for at the back of the pack, there are 
a few other things that you, as coordinator can do to make your lobby 
more effective: 

Relate the asks to your local area 
Your MP will listen more to what you say if you can show how the issues 
are connected to your area, so think about how you can use local examples 
to get their attention, e.g. a new business has just started up in your area to 
help people insulate their homes, creating jobs for local people.

Think about whether you want to add your own, local ask 
If there are any current local issues such as a wind-farm being contested 
in your constituency, or a local firm under threat that would be saved by 
stronger climate policies, the Big Climate Connection meeting will be a great 
time to lobby your MP about these issues. 

But do remember that time will be limited, so think carefully about what you 
add in. 

Meet up with the other local lobbyists 
You will hopefully be a diverse group of concerned citizens meeting your 
MP and it will help you get your messages across if you can meet the others 
before your lobby. 

It is often useful to divide up what you’re saying so that your MP hears all the 
different voices in your group, but you may only have 15 minutes with your 
MP so you’ll need to plan this before hand! It might be helpful to give priority 
to those who haven’t lobbied their MP before so that the MP hears a range 
of voices. 

You could do this by meeting half an hour before the lobby, but if you meet 
ahead of the day you’ll also have a chance to think about getting media 
attention to promote your lobby (again there will be more information and 
ideas for this in our media pack).

Want to be a Constituency Coordinator?
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After the day

So you’ve met your MP, connected with some great groups and people in 
your area and (hopefully) tied your MP down to some strong commitments 
on climate change. We’ll get in touch once we’ve heard back from most of 
the lobbies to let you know what you helped achieve as part of the  
Big Climate Connection.

But there will still be a few things to do after the day to help make your lobby 
even more effective: 

Write to your MP 
Write a letter or send an email to thank your MP for their time and reiterate 
some of the points made. 
•  It will be important to remind them of anything they offered to do.
•   If you are planning to continue working together as a network, why not 

tell your MP in this letter what your network are committing to do?

Tell the local media

 There will be more tips for getting media coverage in our media pack and on 
www.thebigconnection.org

Send any photos you took and a press release to your local media, 
telling them: 
• That you met with your MP along with thousands of others.
• What points you made to your MP. 
• What your MP offered to do.
• How many MPs were lobbied.

And don’t forget to tell us if you get any local media coverage!

Tell us what happened!

After you’ve lobbied your MP, it will be really important to let us know  
what happened at your lobby. Hearing about your lobby will help us  
follow up on any commitments your MP made, and finding out about  
your experience of working with other groups will help us inspire others  
to work together locally. 

We will send you a feedback form closer to the lobby, once we know what we 
are asking MPs to commit to.

Help keep people connected

Just as you as a constituency coordinator will have played a key role in 
bringing people together for the lobby, you could help with the next step in 
keeping people connected. 

Want to be a Constituency Coordinator?
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Don’t worry if you don’t want to coordinate an ongoing network! Someone 
else may want to take on a leading role in keeping your local network 
connected. But there are a few things you could do to start the network on its 
next steps: 
• Firstly, make sure you have each other’s contact details! 
•  You could arrange a meet-up a couple of weeks after the lobby in a pub, 

a café – or your front room! A meet-up will be a great chance to catch up 
with your fellow lobbyists and get an idea about how many, and which, 
people want to continue working together as a network.

If you can’t continue coordinating after your meet-up, others may be willing 
to step up and help keep it going. But in getting people together after the 
lobby you may have helped start your local network on the path to being an 
ongoing force for change!

Want to be a Constituency Coordinator?
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The Big Climate Connection: 

What are we asking for?  

A background on the issues 

About this briefing

This briefing is to provide background information on Stop Climate Chaos policy 
demands. In order to effectively influence our MPs, not all of these policies will be 
prioritised for The Big Climate Connection on November 5 and 6. Further information 
on the specific policy asks for the lobby will be sent closer to the time.
 
“Climate Change is the greatest global health threat of the 21st century.”

The UCL Lancet Commission on Climate Change, 2009

Climate change is a major threat to the world’s ecosystems upon which we 
all depend. But climate change is not just an environmental issue. 

In the UK, extreme weather events directly affect the health of the most 
vulnerable in society: the elderly, young children, those living in poverty, 
and those already suffering health problems (e.g. respiratory problems, 
cancers). These events will become more frequent with climate change. 

In developing countries the impacts on ordinary people are even greater 
due to greater levels of poverty, more subsistence farming which leads to 
greater exposure to extreme weather events, much reduced capacity to 
respond to and rebound from extreme weather events, and because many 
live in more marginal lands where effects are already being felt.

Stop Climate Chaos is a coalition of organisations from environment and 
development charities to unions, faith, community, health and women’s 
groups working together to campaign for political and policy changes on 
climate change. One of the most important shared values that drives much 
of our work as a coalition is that the most vulnerable in society, both here 
in the UK and overseas, must be protected as much as possible from climate 
change through limiting future climate change and helping them adapt to 
the climate change that is already happening. 

This is why we demand that the UK acts fair and fast, delivers on its 
promises, and gives high priority to protecting the poorest across the globe, 
including those in the UK.
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Taking action on climate change can also be a good news story:  
creating new jobs, new industries, providing resilience to increasing oil 
prices, eradicating the fuel poverty that blights millions of people’s lives, 
reducing health impacts on the most vulnerable and in the UK improving 
energy security. 

Leadership through doing in the UK

The world needs a global solution to the climate change problem:  
a solution that is best delivered by a fair, ambitious and binding agreement 
under the United Nations. The UN Climate Change negotiations in 
Copenhagen held in December 2009 failed to deliver an international plan of 
action to prevent runaway climate change or deal with its effects. 

The UK could and should deliver real leadership. As the birth-place of the 
industrial revolution we kick-started the fossil fuel age, and along with 
other developed countries we have released the most greenhouse gases that 
have led to climate change happening. 

The UK is showing some leadership. It has the world’s first Climate Change 
Act setting emissions reduction targets up to 2050. This was a result of 
campaigning by the Stop Climate Chaos coalition and its supporters, which 
through grassroots activism and national lobbying secured support for 
the new law from the vast majority of MPs across all political parties. The 
Government now needs to translate this Act into action by putting in place 
the policies that will deliver the emission cuts. By doing so it will show 
internationally that reducing emissions is possible at the same time as 
creating a stronger economy and protecting the most vulnerable in society. 

The new coalition UK Government has promised to be the greenest yet. 
Delivery on the emissions reductions demanded by the Climate Change Act 
is a large part of turning this rhetoric into action. There are a large number 
of policy changes required to deliver on this at a local, devolved nation and 
UK level. In coming months the Stop Climate Chaos coalition is prioritising 
action in two areas: fossil fuel electricity production and energy efficiency in 
homes. Individual member groups of the coalition are pushing alone or with 
others for critical policy changes in other areas, for example on transport, 
local council action, and renewable power.

18
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Fossil fuel power generation

The UK has a very poor record on renewable power. Our abundant sources 
of coal and gas have led to successive governments neglecting more 
sustainable power and instead setting economic and regulatory frameworks 
to favour coal and gas. Coal-fired electricity generation is particularly 
inefficient and produces vast amounts of carbon dioxide for relatively little 
electricity. Gas-fired power stations are more efficient but still big carbon 
polluters. As a result of the bias in favour of dirty fuels the power sector is 
responsible for around a third of the UK’s emissions.

The Committee on Climate Change, an advisory body set-up to identify 
policy changes needed to deliver the Climate Change Act, has said that 
emissions from this sector need to reduce by at least 50 per cent by 2020 and 
that by 2030s by more than 80 per cent. Since power stations built now will 
last decades it is obvious that coal-fired power stations shouldn’t be built, 
at least not without a requirement for them to capture the carbon pollution 
and store it (which is so far untested on a large-scale).

•  Stop Climate Chaos is calling for an Emissions Performance Standard 
to be set so that emissions from individual power stations do not exceed 
350g/CO2 per KWhr by 2020 (compared to 800–900 at present), with this 
standard getting tougher over time.

Homes

Our homes are responsible for about a third of the UK’s emissions. Because 
of poor insulation around £1 of every £4 spent on heating in many UK homes 
is wasted. Higher fuel bills have also led the number of households in fuel 
poverty to grow from 1.2 million in 2004 to 4.6 million 2010 and the annual 
cost to the NHS of treating winter related disease due to cold private housing 
is almost £1 billion. A recent study showed that The NHS saved 42 pence 
out of every £1 invested in keeping homes warm. It clearly makes sense to 
insulate our homes to a much higher standard, cutting pollution, saving 
lives, eradicating fuel poverty and cutting NHS costs. And doing this would 
create new jobs – a programme to bring the homes of the fuel poor alone up 
to a high standard would sustain over 35,000 jobs.

•  The Stop Climate Chaos coalition is calling for a minimum energy 
efficiency standard to be set for private rented houses to eradicate 
the houses in worst condition (band F & G houses) by 2015, and a 
commitment to ensure that all houses meet at least band D standard by 
2020. At least 7 million houses must have had substantial refurbishment 
to reduce emissions from them by 60 per cent by 2020.
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Finance

Making our energy supply less polluting and insulating Britain’s housing 
stock will take money. The Stop Climate Chaos coalition is supporting the 
formation of a new Green Investment Bank to fund the transition to a low 
carbon, prosperous, and healthy economy. 

•  Stop Climate Chaos is calling for the Green Investment Bank (GIB) to 
be established with the £10 billion capital needed to deliver the rapid 
transition to a low-carbon economy and bring in the private investment 
required. The Green New Deal Group calculates that £10 billion of green 
investment would re-skill 1.5 million people, bring 120,000 people back 
into the workforce and increase the earnings of those on low incomes by 
more than £15 billion.

International leadership through doing

Domestic action on climate change alone is not enough. Together with  
other developed countries the UK is responsible for the bulk of climate 
change, through its emissions over the last hundred years. Even today our 
emissions per person still far exceed those of people living in Africa, India 
and China. This means that the UK has a moral duty, as well as a legal 
duty under the UN Climate Convention, to provide support to developing 
countries. By doing so, we can help to create a safer, fairer and more secure 
world for all of us and ensure that millions of people already living in 
poverty are not further damaged and disadvantaged by the impacts of 
climate change. 

The Stop Climate Chaos Coalition is calling for the UK Government to:

•  Pursue a legally binding global deal that delivers the scale and speed 
of emissions cuts necessary to keep average global temperature rises as 
far below 2 degrees as possible. Such a deal must be fair and equitable, 
recognising each country’s historical responsibilities, current emissions 
and developmental needs, and must protect the world’s ecosystems. This 
must include agreed Kyoto Protocol binding targets for after 2012, when 
the current targets run out.

•  Work within the EU to immediately and unconditionally secure 
agreement for a 30 per cent emission cut by 2020 in the EU, as a path 
towards the 40 per cent that is ultimately needed. To encourage this, the 
UK Government should commit itself to at least 40 per cent cuts by 2020, 
which is our share of an EU-wide 30 per cent cut. 
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•  In the period up to 2012, deliver its fair share of the ‘fast start finance’ 
($30 billion over the next three years) that was agreed at the Copenhagen 
conference. This money should be new and on top of existing aid 
targets. It must be delivered working in partnership with developing 
countries and locally affected people via transparent democratically 
accountable channels. 

•  Commit to provide our fair share of the money that poor countries 
need to adapt to climate change and to help them follow a low carbon 
development path (at least $200 billion by 2020). The EU share of this 
climate finance is at least €53 billion per year by 2020, and the UK must 
commit to pay its fair share. This funding must be on top of the funds 
required to meet the existing internationally agreed aid target for 
donor countries (0.7 per cent of GDP) and additional to private sector 
investment and the carbon markets.

•  Support the creation of new sources of revenue to deliver this climate 
finance. This can include taxing pollution, for example making the 
international aviation and shipping industries pay a fair share of tax on 
fuel, stopping fossil fuel subsidies, or raising money from international 
finance transactions as proposed by the Robin Hood Tax Alliance. 
Stemming tax avoidance by companies and the super-rich is also 
another potentially huge source of revenue.

•  Provide sufficient, reliable funding to tackle deforestation and forest 
degradation. Any new agreement on forests and climate should involve 
all countries with forest issues, protect the rights and livelihoods 
of indigenous people and local communities, and protect and 
restore biodiversity. 

In doing so the UK must work in partnership with a wide range of developing 
countries to find a sustainable and fair route forwards. 

Time is short. The longer it takes to get a strong and fair international 
agreement the more it will cost to address climate change, the more our 
climate will change, the more ecosystems will be destroyed or damaged, and 
the more people, especially the most vulnerable, will suffer.

21



The Big Climate Connection is organised 
by the Stop Climate Chaos Coalition:  
11 million strong, we are the committed 
supporters, campaigners, hearts, minds 
and voices of over 100 organisations.
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